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Full Council

Tuesday 29 March 2022
Council Chamber, Coleford

7.00 - 9.00pm 

Agenda 

Minutes

At the Meeting of the Coleford Town Council, there were present:

.
Cllr. N Penny (Mayor)

Cllr. M Cox (Deputy Mayor)

Cllr. Allaway-Martin

Cllr. M Beard

Cllr. L Baker


Cllr. S Cox

Cllr. Drury


Cllr. C Elsmore

Cllr. M Getgood

Cllr. Kyne

Chris Haine
Town Clerk

Public:
Mr Tom Cousens





Mrs H Lusty

244. Apologies received from Cllrs. Holloway, and Simister 
245. Cllr. Penny declared a Pecuniary interest in Item 251
246. The Town Clerk reminded Members of a Dispensation for Cllr. N Penny re: Marketing 
Committee activities/events
247
Public Forum

Tom Cousens stated that he was appreciative of the Town Council’s time, and referred to conversations he had had with specific Councillors, and also his letter sent to the Town Council re: Allotments.  Tom Cousens expanded on his letter, and Cllr. Penny thanked Tom for his summary and, with Members agreement, stated that this would be considered in more detail at the next Finance & Asset Management Committee meeting in April.
7.13pm
Tom Cousens left the meeting
Item 255

Cllr. Penny stated that he would bring forward Item 255 re: co-option of Councillor, and invited Mrs Lusty to expand on her letter applying for the Councillor vacancy, through co-option.  Cllr. Penny thanked Mrs Lusty, and proposed that Mrs Lusty be co-opted as a Member of Coleford Town Council.
Proposed: Cllr. Penny




Seconded: Cllr. S Cox

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed for payments to be made.

The Town Clerk presented Mrs. Lusty with Declaration of Acceptance Forms and, upon signing, took her place as Cllr. Heather Lusty, Member of Coleford Town Council

248. To agree the minutes of 7 March 2022
Proposed: Cllr. Elsmore




Seconded: Cllr. S Cox

On being put to the vote 8 for, 2 abstentions, proposal was agreed

Cllr. Penny signed the minutes, as a true record of that meeting

249. Matters arising from the minutes of 7 March 2022 
Page 1, Item 243:
The Town Clerk updated on the appointment of the new Responsible Financial Officer / Assistant Clerk, and that Contract had been signed
250.  Reports from District and County Councillors

GCC Cllr. Allaway-Martin reported on a number of issues, including her written Care report submitted to Cabinet, seeking permission to ‘go out to’ Consultation, as commissioned research re: care during Covid, has demonstrated how ‘fragile’ this industry is, with significant findings, in light of the Care Act requiring Authorities to ‘sustain the market’. Also reporting on issues re: disability access, with findings revealing many residential premises with inadequate bathroom provision, and staff working excessive hours.  Overall conclusions that quality of service is not good enough,  just meeting ‘minimal standards’, resulting in increased numbers of people not wishing to go into care home settings. A Market Scoping Report has been prepared, to be considered by Council at the end of March; also reporting 4 Care Homes subject to de-commissioning.

Cllr. Penny thanked Cllr. Allaway-Martin for reporting on this matter, and asked for this item to be discussed further at next Full Council re: Consultation process, and inclusion.
GCC. Cllr. Allaway-Martin also reported on ‘Hospital at Home’ strategy, which is developing technology, diagnostics, and file management, which seeks to enhance interaction, through mobile devices, aiming to support people in Care Homes.
Dist. Cllr. Allaway-Martin reported on Scrutiny Enquiry re: Northern Quarter, also updating on plans re: hospital, and skate park, in Cinderford.

Dist. Cllr. Elsmore reported on recent planning decisions, and concerns of Cinderford residents. Also reporting on Green Spaces review, and issues relating to the collecting of grass, across the District, to be kept in view.
7.25pm
Cllr. Penny left the meeting

251. To agree Payments

Cllr. M Cox took the Chair, and the Town Clerk referred to the circulated Payment Listing, and presented a revised listing to include the following payments:

· GAPTC

£435


(Internal Audit fee)
· Simtech-IT
£1,191.71

(New Staff Computer Hardware)
After further clarification, the revised amount of £37,270.10 was proposed for payment.

Proposed: Cllr. Kyne





Seconded: Cllr. Allaway-Martin
On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed for payments to be made.

Note: Grant Payments Re: Coalway School, and Mount of Olives, agreed in principle, subject to agreement under Item , Finance & Asset Management Committee Recommendations, where Grant Awards were made

7.30pm Cllr Penny re-entered the meeting
252.
To agree Petty Cash payments for the Town Council and Tourist Information

Centre (TIC)

The Town Clerk summarised petty cash payments, and these were proposed for payment
Proposed: Cllr. Kyne





Seconded: Cllr. Allaway-Martin

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed for payments to be made.
253.  To note Cash Books and Bank Reconciliations
The Town Clerk clarified several transactions. Cashbooks, and Reconciliation Reports were noted.

254. To note monthly Budget Figures
Cllr. Penny summarised, stating that this being Month 12, Year end, it confirmed expenditure some £18k less than anticipated, and this was noted.  Further stating with new RFO in place, alongside the Town Clerk, budgeting, committed spend, and forecasting, would be more critically scrutinised into next year, as part of quarterly monitoring, through F & AM Committee, reporting to Full Council.  The figures were noted.
256. To receive update, and agree recommendations from Clock Tower Working Group
Cllr. M Beard updated on Working Group, in light of Tender Bids now received, and deadline passed for submission.  After further discussion, it was proposed that the Tender Panel be formed, as follows, with delegated authority to agree criterion, and undertake interviews, with presentations, to bring back to Full Council recommendations re: appointment:
Tender Panel:
Cllr. Beard
Project Lead

Cllr. Penny

Cllr. Elsmore

Cllr. Kyne

Cllr. Baker

Chris Haine
Proper Officer

256. To receive an update and agree recommendations re: Proposal for Cycleway 

Extension, in Partnership with FoDDC

Cllr. Penny summarised FoDDC proposals re: Cycleway extension, and Cllr. M Cox further clarified, following discussions with FoDDC  re: partnership.  After further discussion, it was proposed that:

Recommendation:

subject to all landowners in agreement, with written approval, for funding to be 50% match-funded, for Stages 1 & 2, as proposed.
Proposed: Cllr. Elsmore





Seconded: Cllr. S Cox

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed.

257. To consider NALC General Briefing 21 re: Ukraine, and make recommendations, as 

Necessary.

Cllr. Penny summarised and, after further discussion it was proposed that:

Recommendation:

The Town Council work in liaison with FoDDC, and GCC, offering support, as necessary, when needs have been fully identified, and facts are known.
Proposed: Cllr. Penny





Seconded: Cllr. M Cox

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed.

258. To consider correspondence from Resident, and make recommendation, as 

necessary re: Replacement Memorial Stone Charges
Cllr. Penny summarised the Resident’s appeal request, and the Town Clerk explained further the context of the charge.  After further discussion it was proposed that:

Recommendation

The charge was revised in line with additional inscription charge, not replacement Memorial Stone fee, and for the Town Clerk to take forward accordingly.
Proposed: Cllr. M Cox





Seconded: Cllr. M Cox

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed.

259. To agree the recommendations of the Environment Committee


There were no recommendations from this Committee meeting, and actions were noted
260. To agree the Recommendations of the Marketing & Regeneration Committee

Cllr Penny summarised, and proposed recommendations en-bloc.
Proposed: Cllr. Penny





Seconded: Cllr. Allaway-Marrtin

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed.

261. To agree the recommendations of the Finance and Asset Management Committee

Cllr. Penny summarised, and proposed recommendations en-bloc.
Proposed: Cllr. Penny





Seconded: Cllr. Beard

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed.

Note: Grant Awards agreed for payment (see Item 217)

262. To agree the recommendations of the HIghways & Public Safety Committee

Cllr. M Cox summarised, and stated that there was some crossover re: responsibilities, across several Committees, e.g. tree planting. After some discussion, Cllr. M Cox proposed recommendations en-bloc.
Proposed: Cllr. M Cox





Seconded: Cllr. Kyne

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed.

263. To note the Planning Committee minutes of 22 February 22, and 8 March 22

Cllr M. Cox summarised, and updated on SHLAA, and FoDDC Local Plan, further updating, following meeting with Nigel Gibbons, FoDDC, in a meeting preceding this Full Council.  Comments, actions from that meeting were noted, and letter proposed to be sent, in response.  Also planning decisions from these Committee meetings.
264. Member Reports

Cllr. N Penny

Cllr. Penny updated re: Cllr. Simister’s situation and, after further discussion, it was proposed, and unanimously agreed, that the Town Council offer a period of 6 months ‘leave of absence’
Cllr. M Cox

Reported continuing work on Website development, and a range of other meetings across Regeneration, Planning, including meetings with FoDDC.
Attendance at Media Training workshop, with Copper Phoenix

Cllr. Allaway-Martin

Involved with a number of issues, inc. Pingry Farm, Road Closures, and constituent contact with 20 plus residents

Cllr. M Beard

Primary activity linked to Clock Tower restoration tender activities

Cllr. L Baker

Recruitment activity, and appraisal; also taken Chair of Regeneration, and referred to CANVA (application)

Cllr. S Cox

Attendance at Climate Action Day event, at which reported increased networking with other Town

Councils, including the Mayor of Chepstow, TC.

Attendance at Media Training workshop, with Copper Phoenix

Cllr. Drury

Attendance at Media Training workshop, with Copper Phoenix

Co-managed publication of latest Newsreel; commenting that Comms activity needed to be more critically considered to engage community more effectively.


Cllr. C Elsmore

Attendance at appointment of new Verderer, at Gloucester Cathedral

Cllr. M Getgood

Newly appointed as Chair of Environment committee, attendance at Climate Action event, and a range of other related environment activities, including tree planting across the parish

Cllr. Kyne

Cllr. Kyne reported on his Voluntary work at Gloucester hospital
Cllr. Lusty

Cllr. Lusty stated that she was glad to be back, as a Member of the Town Council, and looked forward to getting involved again.

265. To note the Town Clerk’s Report

The Town Clerk summarised his written report, already circulated, expanding, and clarifying, as necessary, and it the report noted

266. To note correspondence

Correspondence noted, and Mr Piper’s letter re: disability access, and KGV referred to F & Am Committee

8.59pm Meeting ended

8                               

Signed ………………………
6
 Signed……………………….
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